
 

 

General body text 

The Plymouth Brethren Christian Church has been established in the area for many 

generations, has a growing congregation, and makes a valuable contribution to 

community life and the local economy. This issue is covered in a little more detail in 

Appendix ? to this statement. 

 

Appendix ? 

Community Involvement of the Plymouth Brethren Christian Church in 

Abermule and the surrounding area 

The Plymouth Brethren Christian Church (PBCC) has been established in 

Montgomeryshire for over 100 years. This faith community has grown greatly in size 

as a result of natural increase and other members of the community moving to the 

area and establishing businesses locally. 

Local businesses: 

PBCC members own and run 12 businesses in Newtown and the surrounding 

villages, employing more than 170 people from across the wider local community. 

The combined turnover of these businesses exceeds £22 million annually. In 

addition, they rely on the support of other local businesses such as delivery and 

packing companies and local tradespeople, who in turn benefit from this association. 

Approximately £2m is spent with other businesses in the area each year. 

Community involvement: 

Members of the local church are involved in the community in many different ways. 

 In Abermule several of the children attend school and parents are actively 

involved in providing classroom help, assisting in school activities and fund 

raising, including business sponsorship for school activities. 

 Members provide similar service to the school in Kerry, in addition to which 

they have helped with redecoration of classrooms and toilets and installed 

worktops shelving and a new ITC suite (including donating materials for this 

work). Members have also organised Macmillan coffee mornings in the village 

hall to raise funds for this important charity. 

 The Brethren have lived in Newtown for many years and are frequent and 

generous donors and fund raisers to many charity events. They are also 

enthusiastic participants in community clean-ups and clearing of waste 

ground. 

 PBCC own and run the old school in Sarn and through their activities have 

raised large sums of money to enable tarmacking of the village hall carpark 

and local tennis court. Students at the school have also been involved in fund 

raising activities for charities such as Ogwen Valley Mountain Rescue. 



Rapid Relief Team  

The Rapid Relief Team (RRT) is a volunteer-run, not-for-profit organisation set up to 

support local communities in times of need. They do this by serving food and drinks 

to emergency services personnel, helping out at homeless missions and through 

support work for other charities. The RRT has a Memorandum of Understanding with 

Mid Wales Fire and Rescue Service which they signed in November 2015. There are 

a number of examples of where this service has helped out locally: 

 The search for April Jones in October 2012 where the RRT helped feed the 

hundreds of workers involved. Attendance at three out of four road traffic 

collisions in Mid Wales. 

 A serious barn fire at Goetre Farm, Hodley, tending to emergency service 

personnel from as far afield as Llandrindod Wells and Bishop’s Castle as well 

as towns in Montgomeryshire 

 Milk tanker accident at Buttington. Called out to the scene at 03:24, the RRT 

volunteers remained there for several hours providing support and 

sustenance to the emergency services. 

In addition, the RRT has been actively involved in non-emergency service activities 

such as: 

 Keep Newtown Tidy Week  

 Volunteer marshalling at Wales Rally GB 

 British Heart Foundation “Bag It And Beat It” week 

 Word Homelessness Day “Help The Homeless Box Appeal 2015” 

 Helping with the set-up and clear-up of the Newtown Food and Community 

Festival 

 Providing marquee facilities and water for the Newtown Funathlon 

 

 

    


